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Pollinators

Activity 1: Pollinator
Introduction

BEGINNING
FARMERS

Identify which insects are visiting vegetable plant flowers.

Smartphones with
applications that can identify
insects (e.g., iNaturalist,
Google Lens, etc..)

Alternate Supplies

A book or photos of common
insects in the region

Pollination: The transfer of pollen
to a plant to allow for fertilization.

Pollinator: An insect or other animal
that transfers pollen from one plant
to another to allow for fertilization.

Pollen: A fine powdery substance
consisting of microscopic grains
discharged from the male part of a
flower or from a male cone. Each
grain contains a male gamete that
can fertilize the female ovule,
to which pollen is transported by
wind, insects or other animals.
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Participant Handout– Pollination Investigation



Pollinators

Visit a place with several flowering vegetable species.1.
Spend time looking at the flowers to observe the insects that are visiting them.2.
Use the phone app, book or photos to identify the insects that are visiting the different
flowers. Take notes on which insects are observed on which flowers.

3.

Discuss what you found with fellow learners.4.

How Do You Do This?

2

Pollination Investigation

Common Bees of Michigan (continued on the next page)

https://pollinators.msu.edu/sites/_pollinators/assets/File/Bees%20of%20Michigan%20Handout.pdf


Pollinators
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Pollination Investigation



Pollinators
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Bee Identification

Pollination Investigation

https://www.mtnbrook.org/mbee/page/bee-identification


Pollinators
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Insects that Look Like Bees (continued on the next page)

Pollination Investigation

https://www.ndsu.edu/agriculture/sites/default/files/2024-05/E1914_Insects_That_Look_Like_Bees.pdf


IPollinators
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Pollination Investigation



RESOURCES FOR ADDITIONAL LEARNING

Pollinators

What Does it Mean for My Farm?

Discuss observations with co-learners: 

Which pollinators have you observed on your farm?
Do you feel that you have a high or low number of pollinators in your space?
What have you noticed about the diversity of pollinators in your space?
What might you do to increase the number of pollinators on the farm?
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Pollination Investigation

Vegetable Pollinator Stewardship Guide
Insect Pollination of Crops
Insect Pollination of Cultivated Crop Plants
Pollinator Champions online course
Managing Alternative Pollinators
Five steps to protect bees from pesticides

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/vegetable-pollinator-stewardship-guide
https://www.ars.usda.gov/ARSUserFiles/20220500/OnlinePollinationHandbook.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/pollinator-champions
https://www.sare.org/resources/managing-alternative-pollinators/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/how-do-i-know-if-a-pesticide-is-safe-for-bees-five-steps-to-protect-bees-from-pesticides

