
Rural Land Access

Create a Land Access Guide

BEGINNING
FARMERS

Map out the resources that can help you find land and buy, lease or access it for
farming. 

Blue, green and yellow push
pins
A corkboard with regional map
(or map of the region
participants are from)
Print out handouts with blank
land access guides 
Print out extra blank land
access guides for each group
or region 

Alternate Supplies

Zoom or other online meeting
room
Google documents or other
online document sharing tool

SUPPLIES NEEDED

KEY TERMS

Land access: 3 basic paths to land
access: 

Buying land
Leasing land
Inheriting/accepting gifts of land 

Leasing Land:  Can be more
affordable and less risk: 

Leases can be oral or written 
Short or long term 
Different payment arrangements: 

Cash leases 
Share agreements  
Ground leases 
Leases with option to
purchase
1st Right of Refusal

Buying Land: Provides the rights of
land ownership  and permanent
access to land. You can build equity in
the land  with fewer restrictions on
how the land is used. 

Accepting Gifts / Inheriting Land:
Sometimes people receive a direct gift or
inherit land outright 
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This will help you to find local resources to find available land and take the steps needed
to lease or buy it. 

Step 1: Introductions:
Write your name on a small piece of paper and pin it to a map on corkboard: 

Green pins = farmland you have.
Blue pins = your home or apartment.
Yellow pins = land they would like to access. 

Point out your pin(s) and share 1-2 sentences about your land or neighborhood. 

Step 2: Land Access Guides:
Divide into groups by region or land access preference (eg leasing, buying or
succession)
In small groups look through the Land Access Guide tips sheets and the resource list.
Focus on YOUR region and write notes that are helpful to: 

find land for sale 
find land to lease
apply for a loan for farmland from FSA, Greenstone or other lenders 
understand the steps to buy land 
think about what to include in a lease 

Create a Land Access Guide or add to an existing one depending on the location of the
training and/or where you and others in the group are looking for land 

Share your guide with the full group to get insights and feedback and to answer
questions about what they found

How do you do this?
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What does it mean for my farm?

Discuss what you learned from your Soil Scorecard with a fellow farmer.

What did you learn about your soil? What are some good or excellent features
of their soil? What problems did you see in your soil? What can you do to
improve your soil? What new farming practices do you want to try? Is there any
funding from NRCS to address the Resource Concerns (erosion, soil
compaction, etc.) that you noticed in your soil?

 Discuss with someone else who used the Soil Scorecard on their farm. 

 What did they learn about their soil? What are some good or excellent features
of their soil? What problems did they see in your soil? What can you do to
improve your soil? What new farming practices do you want to try? Is there any
funding from NRCS to address the Resource Concerns (erosion, soil
compaction, etc.) that you noticed in your soil?


