
Urban Land Access

City Guides
BEGINNING
FARMERS

This is a great opportunity to dig into how to find and access farmland in cities. The
city guides focus on a few cities in Michigan to give you a model to collaboratively
create land access guides for local area.

Blue, green and yellow push
pins
A corkboard with a city map
(or map of the region
participants are from) 
Print out handouts with blank
city guides 
Print out extra blank city
guides for each group or
region 

SUPPLIES NEEDED

KEY TERMS

Land access:
Practical ways farmers get land.

Urban Land Banks:
Land Banks manage vacant land,
homes and buildings in cities. Land
banks often connect urban farmers
and gardeners with land at a
reasonable cost, collaborate with
community organizations,
governments, and urban farms to
offer resources and assistance But
Land Banks can be a challenge!
Often they enforce regulations on
plant height or favor developers
interest.

Land Funds:
A fund to acquire and manage land
for conservation, community
development, etc. Funds are typically
led by governments, nonprofits,
individuals, or other stakeholders.

BIPOC Farmer Land Funds:
Land funds to support land access
for farmers of color, often focused
on Black, Indigenous or refugee land
access.
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 In small groups look through the City Guides and resource list. Focus on
YOUR city and write notes that are helpful to: 

find vacant lots 
get land through the Land bank
complete a change of use form to allow farming on a city lot
connect with water 
find and understand city rules and regulations for urban farms 

Each group presents their info to the whole group

Then have the groups go back and create their own City Guide or add to an
existing one depending on the location of the training.

How do you do this?

ACTIVITY 4
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Online guides for purchasing Urban land for agriculture. 

Keep Growing Detroit 
info@keepgrowingdetroit.org or visit our website:
www.keepgrowingdetroit.org. 
Land Access & Policy — Keep Growing

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/61ddad815f23d92
86ca6ab1c/t/6266f91986dffd7e48afa177/165091561078
0/Guide+to+Purchasing+Land+for+Urban+Ag.pdf

Detroit (detroitagriculture.net)

Land Based Projects | City of Detroit (detroitmi.gov)

Packet_ 2_REV EGD JUN2020.pdf (detroitmi.gov)

Zoning Classifications_1.pdf (detroitmi.gov)

Getting land in Detroit and information on Zoning 

Offer-to-Purchase-Application.aspx (highlandparkmi.gov) 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
DETROIT, HIGHLAND PARK

https://www.detroitagriculture.net/landaccess
https://www.detroitagriculture.net/landaccess
https://www.detroitagriculture.net/landaccess
https://www.detroitagriculture.net/landaccess
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/planning-and-development-department/land-based-projects
https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/2020-09/Packet_%202_REV%20EGD%20JUN2020.pdf
https://detroitmi.gov/sites/detroitmi.localhost/files/2018-05/Zoning%20Classifications_1.pdf
https://www.highlandparkmi.gov/Reference/Forms-Permits-Applications/CommunityEconDevelop/Offer-to-Purchase-Application.aspx
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How to access land in Lansing
for gardens & urban agriculture 

Find Land

Allen Neighborhood Center 

Ingham County Land Bank: Garden
Program

Greater Lansing Food Bank –Garden
Project

Assess Land

Lease or
Buy Land

Greater Lansing Food
Bank –Garden Project
•

Lansing Urban Farm
Project/Urbandale Farm

Ingham County Land
Bank Garden Program

•Ingham County Land Bank -
•https://inghamlandbank.org/properties/garden
•Call John Krohnat 517.267.5221
•Lease a lot for $25/year
•Community Gardens
•https://greaterlansingfoodbank.org/programs/p
rograms/garden-project/community-gardens

•Community Gard
•Look at available sites for full or 
partial sunlight, drainage, etc. 
•Soil Quality –Observe in wet & dry 
conditions and test for soil nutrients 
and soil contaminants like lead

Community Gardens throughout the city

•TBD!

•$25 per year to lease a typical vacant lot
•$100 to purchase a typical vacant lot
•Most land bank sites are clustered in one 
neighborhood on Lansing’s East side 

•Tillage and plastic mulch for your site
•Wood chips and other resources

•Community Gardens,Transplants, Seeds, Canning Jars &
more •Transplant Production Greenhouse in S. Lansing 
•Programs for New Americans 

•Farmers’ Market, Incubator Kitchen, Multi-farm CSA
•Hunter Park Garden House 
•Workshops, Training Programs & Youth programs

Urban Farming Resources!

Thank you to John Krohn
of the Ingham County Land
Bank for helping to create
this document. This work is
supported by USDA- NIFA
Beginning Farmer Rancher
Development Grant 

How to access land in Battle Creek
for gardens & urban agriculture 

Find Land

Site Plan 
•

Special Use Permit
•

Assess Land
•

Accessing Water 

Decide to lease
or purchase

Insert MSU, Land
Bank and/or city
logos 

Side Lot (Purchase)

Garden Lease (Lease)

Adopt-A-Lot (Lease or
Purchase)
•

Draw map and label garden beds, 
water lines, hoophouses, wash/pack
and other infrastructure
•How you will serve the community, 
maintain lot for beauty, sell produce or 
offer employment opportunities

•Calhoun County Land Bank -
https://calhounlandbank.org/properties/
•City properties -online plat map -
https://app.fetchgis.com/?currentMap=calhoun
•City classes on how to use site are offered
•Drive to sites

Needed to have a hoophouse,
wash/pack or other farm infrastructure
on site
•What are the steps?

•Connection process & cost
•A 2” water line is better for farms, 
contact Battle Creek Water Dept.
•1 or 2 Water Meters for clean and 
sewer water
•Caution –don’t let water lines freeze! 

Talk to neighbors-ask
about community support
for an urban farm and find
allies
•Soil Quality –Observe in 
wet & dry conditions and 
test for soil nutrients and 
soil contaminants like lead

1.Side Lot
2.Adopt-A-Lot
3.Garden Lease 

$25/year to manage a vacant lot
•Call 269-781-0777 or 
email landbank@calhouncountymi.gov
•If you decide to purchase, the city will 
hold a lien on your property for 3 or more 
years 

•Call 269-781-0777 or 
email landbank@calhouncountymi.gov

•Fill out the Side Lot Program application 
•Call 269-781-0777 or 
email landbank@calhouncountymi.gov
•The city will hold a Lien on the property for 3 
or more years

Applying for your land & getting started! 

Thank you to Devon Wilson of Sunlight Gardens for
helping to create this document. 
This work is supported by USDA-NIFA Beginning
Farmer Rancher Development Grant

CITY GUIDES: LANSING

CITY GUIDES: BATTLE CREEK

https://inghamlandbank.org/properties/garden
https://greaterlansingfoodbank.org/programs/programs/garden-project/community-gardens
https://greaterlansingfoodbank.org/programs/programs/garden-project/community-gardens
https://calhounlandbank.org/properties/
https://app.fetchgis.com/?currentMap=calhoun
mailto:landbank@calhouncountymi.gov
mailto:landbank@calhouncountymi.gov
mailto:landbank@calhouncountymi.gov
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Updated 7.7.2021 

Do you own an adjacent home to the Land Bank lot? 

Are you planning to
build a home? 

Do you want to plant a
mutli-year garden? 

The Land Bank has lots available in Genesee County. Whether you are looking to
expand your yard, beautify your neighborhood, mow the lot down the street, or need

more room to grow your own food, the Land Bank is dedicated to making its lots
available for your care and use. If you are interested in using and caring for a Land Bank

lot please see the diagram below to determine which option is best for you and your 

Which option is best for me? 
AVAILABLE LOT 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Purchase Lot 

*Lease-A-Lot
1-5 years 

*Adopt-A-Lot
for the
summer 

L
A

OTS
VAILABLE 

If building a home, include
with application: 
•Proof of funds or financing
for purchase & development
•Timeline 
•Budget 
•Communication with local
government confirming
development is conforming 

*Leased/adopted lots used as public space require liability insurance of
$1 million per occurrence/$2 million aggregate. 

CITY GUIDES: FLINT
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H
ow

 to fill out a City G
uide
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4.  City G
uide for __________________________

H
ow
 to access land for urban farm

s &
 gardens 

Find Land

Site Plan 
Special Use Perm

it

Assess Land

Accessing W
ater 

Decide to lease
or purchase

Option 2 (Lease?)

Option 1 (Purchase?)

Option 3 (Partner w
ith

landow
ner?)

•

•Land Banks
•••

•Steps
1.2.3.

•••• Talk 
to

neighbors Assess
the soil 

List Options
1.2.3.

• Cost
•Steps
1.2.3.Cost

•Cost
•Steps
1.2.3.

Applying for your land &
 getting started! 

Thank you to 

Q
uestions? W

hat info do w
e still need to find? 

•Draw
 m

ap and label garden beds, w
ater lines, 

hoophouses, w
ash/pack and other infrastructure

•How
 you w

ill serve the com
m

unity, m
aintain lot 

for beauty, sell produce or offer em
ploym

ent 
opportunities

•Are any perm
its needed?

•W
hat are the steps?

•Connection process &
 cost

• Contacct info for the w
ater dept. or plum

bers 
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What does it mean for my farm or
future farm?

This section is for understanding and discussing the observations with a
fellow farmer or educator.

Do you know how to find listings of available vacant lots in your city? 
Does your city or land bank have a process for how to lease or buy vacant
lots or side lots adjacent to your home? Is the price for vacant lots known? 
What kind of farm or educational garden do you plan to start once you
access land? 
Do you already have vacant lots chosen that you are seeking to access? 
What barriers to accessing land do you expect? 


